
Method	
Census	 by	 ques*onnaire	 sent	 by	 email	 to	 all	 heads	 of	
midwifery	educa*on	and	midwives	teachers.	
Results	
	 The	 241	 (100%)	midwife	 teachers	 and	 heads	 of	midwifery	
educa*on	employed	in	the	schools	of	midwifery	took	part	in	
the	study.		
Half	 the	 heads	 of	midwifery	 educa*on	 (17/34)	 and	 88/207	
(42.5%)	midwife	teachers	had	a	Masters	degree.		
At	the	*me	of	the	study,	37	(15.3%)	of	all	par*cipants	were	
studying	for	a	Masters	degree	and	20	(8.3%)	for	a	doctorate	
in	various	disciplines.		
A	 total	 of	 142	 (58.9%)	 of	 all	 the	 par*cipants	were	 studying	
for	 or	 had	 completed	 a	Masters	 programme	 and	 22	 (9.1%)	
were	studying	for	or	had	a	doctorate.		

University education pathways of midwife teachers and heads of 
midwifery education in France.  A descriptive survey.	

References   
ICM. Compétences Essentielles pour la Pratique de Base du Métier de Sage-femme (Révisé 2013) [Internet]. 2010 [cité 22 juill. 2015]. Disponible sur: http://

www.internationalmidwives.org/global/francais/ 
Thompson JB, Fullerton JT, Sawyer AJ. The International Confederation of Midwives: Global Standards for Midwifery Education (2010) with Companion Guidelines. 

Midwifery. août 2011; 27(4):409‑16.  
Sinclair M. Editorial - Doctoral midwifery: an investment for the profession. Evidence Based Midwifery. 2006;4(1):3.  
Fraser DM, Avis M, Mallik M. The MINT project—An evaluation of the impact of midwife teachers on the outcomes of pre-registration midwifery education in the UK. 

Midwifery. janv 2013;29(1):86‑94.  
Ten Hoope-Bender P, de Bernis L, Campbell J, Downe S, Fauveau V, Fogstad H, et al. Improvement of maternal and newborn health through midwifery.  

 The Lancet. 2014;384(9949):1226‑35	

Background	
The	academic	requirements	of	French	midwife	teachers	are	somewhat	different	 from	those	of	other	European	countries,	e.g.	
the	United	Kingdom	and	Sweden.			
Despite	 the	harmoniza*on	of	 higher	 educa*on	programmes	 that	 led	 to	 a	 five	 year	 programme	of	 educa*on	 for	midwives	 in	
France,	the	prepara*on	of	midwife	teachers	has	not	been	associated	with	specific	university	qualifica*on.	

Objec6ve	
To	iden*fy	the	level	of	higher	degrees	achieved	by	midwife	teachers	and	heads	of	midwifery	educa*on	in	France	in	2014.	

Discussion	
	This	is	the	first	na*onal	study	describing	the	academic	level	of	
French	midwife	teachers.			
	A	comparison	with	university	degrees	held	by	midwives	in	the	
United	 Kingdom	 and	 Sweden	 also	 raised	 a	 number	 of	 issues,	
including	the	lack	of	research	in	midwifery	in	France.			
The	 study	 takes	 place	 in	 the	 context	 of	 present	 demands	 of	
French	 midwives	 for	 a	 beXer	 recogni*on	 of	 their	 profession	
and	their	role.		
This	 assement	 of	 the	 academic	 level	 of	 midwife	 teachers	
presently	 prac*cing	 in	 the	 schools	 of	midwifery	 and	 provides	
some	 useful	 informa*on	 to	 support	 the	 demand	 of	 the	
integra*on	of	midwifery	educa*on	within	university	as	well	as	
the	recogni*on	of	a	university	lecturer	status.	

Highest	diploma 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 	
*		It	is	not	a	post	graduate	academic	degree,	diploma	a[er	9	months	
**	Master	in	management,	public	health,	sociology,	educa*on,	administra*on…	not	in	
midwifery	
***	PhD	in	public	health,	sociology,	educa*on….		not	in	midwifery	

Conclusion	
This	 survey,	 which	 is	 modest	 in	 both	 its	 concep*on	 and	 its	
objec*ves,	 has,	 however,	 enabled	 the	 descrip*on	 of	 the	
academic	career	of	midwife	teachers	in	France.	
This	survey	also	showed	the	lack	of	specific	training	required	to	
perform	the	func*on	of	midwifery	teacher.		
The	 importance	of	doctoral	research	 is	clear:	 future	midwifery	
will	be	shaped	by	leadership	in	educa*on	and	research	today.		
In	France,	midwives	with	PhD	are	s*ll	in	insufficient	number	in	
midwives'	 schools	 but	 the	 figure	 of	 twenty	 PhD	 students	 is	
encouraging	
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HEADS	OF	
MIDWIFERY	
EDUCATION	
n (%) 

MIDWIFE	TEACHERS	
n (%) 

Only	register	midwife	 0	(0)	 52	(25)	

Graduate	degree*	 16	(47)	 66	(32)	

Master**	 17	(50)	 88	(42.5)	

PhD***	 1	(3)	 1	(0.5)	

Total	 34	(100)	 207	(100)	

A	high	birth	rate	in	Europe			
-		800		000	births	per	year		
-		two	children	per	woman	 

Midwifery	
	-	22	000	midwives	
	-	most	in	hospital	or	private	facili*es	
	-	independant	prac*ce	on	the	increase	(30%)	
	-	1000	students	qualify	as	midwives	every	year	

Midwifery	schools		
35	hospital	based	schools	except	one	(Marseille	at	university)	
33	in	France	itself	and	3	overseas	
2010	:	a	new	curriculum	for	midwives	(5	years	)	
è Three	years	for	a	bachelor	degree		(180	ECTS)	with	the	common	first	

year	of	health	studies	(PACES)	implemented	in	2010		for	students	in	
medicine,	den*stry,	pharmacy	and	midwifery	

èTwo	more	years	for	a	master	degree	((120	ECTS)		


